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Please note:
1. This digital access package includes an electronic copy of the textbook, online practice questions, and
interactive learning tools to accompany the textbook. The cost is approximately $80. For an additional $25,
package holders who prefer a printed textbook can order a loose-leaf color copy through McGraw Hill
Connect. Registered students will receive purchasing instructions from their instructors when class begins.
2. Logic students are required to use a microphone for interaction in their weekly live sessions. Many laptop
computers come with built-in microphones. If your student needs to purchase an external microphone,
there are many affordable options. The Academy suggests the following, but other models are completely
acceptable as well.
•

Microsoft LifeChat LX-3000 Headset with noise-cancelling microphone
HSLDA ONLINE ACADEMY
Phone: 540-338-8290 · Email: academy@hslda.org · Website: academy.hslda.org

•

Microsoft LifeCam HD-3000 Webcam with built-in microphone—students can activate the
microphone without using the camera function.

3. Books and materials requirements are subject to change at the discretion of the instructors.
4. Book synopses and potential disclaimers can be found on the following pages of this PDF.

You can order course materials for competitive prices through our HSLDA Online Academy bookstore. Use the
Textbook Finder to locate the required resources for your courses. Please note that while most books are available
through the bookstore, some titles are not carried and will need to be purchased elsewhere.
For more information
If you would like more information about ordering books for your courses, please contact us at
540-338-8290 (Monday–Friday; 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. EST), or send an email to academy@hslda.org.

Critical Thinking (Moore & Parker)
Synopsis: Critical Thinking is a standard textbook which comprehensively introduces students to the basics of logic
and critical thinking.
Reasons for Teaching: Critical Thinking is an easy-to-read, engaging textbook. It contains hundreds of exercises
for student practice and offers many online resources. Though it is marketed as a college text, it is well within the
reading range of most high school students. Students learn about the structures of reasoning—how to clarify and
understand what others say and further identify good and bad types of reasoning. In a balanced way, the textbook
teaches both the formal (more mathematical) aspects of logic and the informal (more rhetorical) aspects of logic
and critical thinking. Thus it provides a well-rounded, practical introduction to the subject by teaching both the
logical norms of good reasoning and aspects of critical thinking which build off good logic.
Disclaimer: This book applies critical thinking skills to current political and cultural issues. The text and
homework sets often broach topics such as gun control, abortion, legalizing drugs, gay marriage, etc. by providing
reasoning on both sides of the issues. While the authors generally do a good job remaining balanced and presenting
both good and flawed reasoning from opposing viewpoints, they sometimes take positions with which readers may
not agree. In our class discussions, we will do our best to cover all such topics in a respectful, student-friendly
manner, and from a biblical perspective.

HSLDA ONLINE ACADEMY
Phone: 540-338-8290 · Email: academy@hslda.org · Website: academy.hslda.org

Your Mind Matters (Stott)
Synopsis: In this book, Stott provides theological and scriptural reasons for Christians to value and cultivate their
ability to think. He demonstrates that critical thinking is an area of Christian discipleship which aids Christian
service.
Reasons for Teaching: This short book pairs well with other articles by Christian thinkers to provide particularly
Christian reasons for students to learn the art of good reasoning. Stott’s book also provides the opportunity to talk
about the place of logic in God’s universe and in a Christian’s life.
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