
Taking an AP* course 

prepares your student to 

take an AP exam. 

If you already have some familiarity with what 

Advanced Placement courses are and how they 

work, this may seem obvious—but it’s important, 

and a good place to start our discussion.  

Every AP course corresponds to an AP exam in the 

same subject, and AP exams are intended for 

students who have taken the corresponding 

course. If your daughter wants to take the AP 

World History exam, the very best way she can 

master the material tested on the exam is to take 

an AP World History course.  

Why would your daughter want to take the AP 

World History exam in the first place? That takes 

us to the next point . . .   

 

Good AP exam scores 

can lead to college 

credit. 

According to information published by the 

College Board, “more than 3,200 colleges and 

universities in the United States offer credit and/or 

advanced placement for qualifying AP scores”1—

meaning that your student’s AP exam score can 

become a head start for college.  

Let’s break down some elements in the above 

statement: 

“credit”—Suppose the college your son 

attends awards him 3 credits for his AP 

Macroeconomics exam score and 4 credits for 

his AP Physics B score. He’s now 7 credits 

closer to graduating.  

“advanced placement”—Some colleges 

allow students to place out of lower-level 

classes and skip ahead on the basis of AP 

exam scores. 

“and/or”—A college may give students just 

one of the above options, but many give both. 

What your student gets for his or her AP exam 

score depends on two factors: (1) The score your 

student earned and (2) the AP credit policy of the 

college your student attends. 

It’s easy to look up a 

college’s AP credit 

policy. 

Each college treats AP exam scores a little 

differently. Fortunately, information about AP 

credit policies is readily available online.  

Do you want to find out what a particular AP 
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exam score will be worth at your student’s top 

college choices? Go to this page of the College 

Board’s website: 

http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/

apcreditpolicy/index.jsp 

There, you’ll be able to search for particular 

colleges or browse colleges in an alphabetical 

listing. If you still have questions, consider 

contacting the college’s office of admissions or 

office of the registrar. 

Why are so many colleges willing to grant credit 

to students with solid AP exam scores? Here’s the 

main reason . . . 

AP courses teach college- 

level material. 

AP courses are designed to cover material that is 

equivalent in both scope and rigor to the material 

a student would encounter in a first-year college 

course in the same subject. Earning a high AP 

exam score shows that a student has achieved 

college-level mastery of the subject.  

Taking AP courses also helps students gain 

experience with college-level work while still in 

high school—and that leads us to another benefit. 

AP courses look good in 

college admissions. 

Since AP courses require students to begin 

college-level learning during high school, they 

show college admissions officers that your teen is 

ready for a challenge. According to research cited 

in a College Board publication, “85 percent of 

selective colleges and universities report that a 

student’s AP experience favorably impacts 

admissions decisions.”2   

Suppose your son’s high school transcript shows 

that he has taken several AP courses and done 

well in them. This is one way of telling an 

admissions officer that he is hardworking, 

motivated, and prepared for the rigors of college 

academics.  

How likely is it that a particular college will 

consider your student’s AP studies in the 

admissions process? You can find out on the 

following page:  

http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/

apcreditpolicy/index.jsp 

Simply search for a college that is of interest to 

you and look under “AP and Admissions.”  

AP courses can boost 

your student’s high 

school GPA. 

Because an AP course is more challenging and 

involves more work than a typical high school 

course, it’s accepted practice to weight AP course 

grades more heavily when calculating GPA.  

“The	[PHC	Prep	Academy]	AP	English	class	
was	the	most	challenging	class	I	have	ever	
taken,	but	I	would	recommend	it	to	anyone.	
I	am	a	much	more	confident	writer	and	I	
feel	fully	prepared	for	college	because	of	
this	class.”	

—	Anna,	IN	
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Quick	facts	about	Patrick	Henry	
College	Preparatory	Academy	.	.	.		

 PHC	Prep	Academy	was	founded	in	2009	
by	Patrick	Henry	College	and	HSLDA	
(Home	School	Legal	Defense	Association).	

 The	program	specializes	exclusively	in	
Advanced	Placement	courses	taught	from	
a	Christian	worldview.	

 PHC	Prep	Academy	students	come	from	
all	over	the	world—including	49	of	the	50	
U.S.	states	and	at	least	10	other	countries.	

2 “AP and the Cost of College.” 



So, for example, if your student earns an A in an 

AP course, that A would be worth 5 points on a 4-

point scale. A B would be worth 4 points, and so 

on.  

If your student attends a private or public high 

school, or if you are a part of a homeschool 

umbrella group that manages high school 

transcripts, ask your school about its policy for 

weighting AP course grades. 

If you are a home educator who will be personally 

responsible for creating your student’s transcript, 

the following page provides a helpful summary of 

how to calculate your student’s GPA: 

http://www.hslda.org/elert/

archive/2009/10/20091001113257.asp 

But not just any challenging high school course 

can be called “AP” on your student’s transcript. 

Here’s what’s required . . . 

To be called “AP,” a 

course has to pass the AP 

Course Audit. 

The AP Course Audit is a review process the 

College Board established to “provide AP teachers 

and administrators with clear guidelines on 

curricular and resource requirements . . . for AP 

courses” and to “give colleges and universities 

confidence that [all] AP courses are designed to 

meet the same clearly articulated college-level 

criteria.”3 

“AP” is a College Board trademark. Before a school 

or teacher can call a course “AP”—and before the 

course can appear as “AP” on a transcript—the 

syllabus for a new AP course must be submitted 

to the AP Course Audit and receive approval.  

Does this mean that all AP courses are more or 

less the same? By no means!  

There’s no single, 

mandatory curriculum 

used in all AP courses. 

While each AP course will meet the same broad 

requirements, the specifics of the course are left 

to the discretion of the school or teacher offering 

the course.  

In an AP course, as in a college course, the 

particular interests and emphases of your 

student’s AP instructor will give the course its 

unique style and strengths. If your student’s AP 

instructor is part of a Christian program, he or she 

has the freedom to make discussion of faith and 

biblical worldview a part of the course.  

But how much variation can there really be? Don’t 

AP instructors have to “teach to the test”?   

AP courses are not just 

“test prep” courses. 

There’s a big difference between picking up an AP 

exam study guide by Barron’s or The Princeton 

Review and taking a complete AP course.  

Yes, AP students will complete some assignments 

focused specifically on the exam, but they can’t 

spend a whole semester or school year exclusively 

on test prep exercises.  

Remember, taking an AP course is like taking a 

college course. Through the course as a whole—

its lectures, readings, class discussions, 

assignments, and tests—students are gaining 

deeper knowledge and developing new skills. The  
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3 “AP Course Audit: Overview,” The College Board, 2010, 
http://www.collegeboard.com/html/apcourseaudit/index.html 
(accessed May 20, 2013). 

Did	you	know?		

The	College	Board,	the	nonprofit	organization	
behind	the	AP	Program,	is	also	responsible	for	
other	major	standardized	testing	programs	
that	may	be	familiar	to	you,	such	as	the	SAT,	
PSAT,	and	CLEP.	
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totality of what they learn—each aspect of the 

course working together—is what prepares them 

to test well.  

The knowledge gained will be worthwhile for its 

own sake, whether or not your student wants to 

take an AP exam.  

AP courses provide well-

rounded preparation for 

the future. 

In addition to learning subject-specific academic 

content in an AP course, your teen will have the 

opportunity to: 

 Develop good time management skills 

 Practice study habits that are essential in 

college 

 Become a better communicator and 

effectively express complex ideas 

 Become a more careful reader and critical 

thinker 

 Make collaboration with others a part of the 

learning process 

One more thing . . . 

At PHC Prep Academy, we believe that in a truly 

well-rounded education, faith shouldn’t be 

separated from academics. We see our students 

grow in many ways through their AP courses—but 

above all we hope they will grow as faithful 

Christian young men and women.  
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“AP	Calculus	AB	[at	PHC	Prep	Academy]	has	
been	one	of	the	first	courses	of	my	high	
school	years	to	force	me	to	commit	to	
diligent	study	habits.	This	rigorous	course	
has	not	only	given	me	mathematical	skills	
but	studying	skills	that	I	can	apply	to	all	
areas	of	my	education.	I	am	now	a	better	
student	as	well	as	a	better	mathematician.”	

—	Jonah,	CA	

Thank	you	for	reading!	

We	hope	you	have	enjoyed	this	free	Patrick	
Henry	College	Preparatory	Academy	guide	to	
understanding	Advanced	Placement	courses	
and	exams.	

If	you	have	further	questions	about	AP	
courses	and	exams,	or	would	like	to	learn	
about	how	to	enroll	in	PHC	Prep	Academy’s	
online	AP	courses,	please	contact	us:	

 Website:	www.phcprep.org	

 Email:	info@phcprep.org	

 Phone:	540‐338‐8290	

“I	believe	that	the	Christian	environment	in				

PHC	Prep	was	one	of	the	greatest	things	about		

this	year.	We	didn’t	just	discuss	schoolwork,	we		

discussed	how	that	schoolwork	related	to	our		

Christian	lives.	I	believe	that	the	courses	helped		

grow	my	faith	in	God	and	strengthen		

my	daily	walk	with	Him.”	

—	Abigail,	OK	


